
All About Chronicling America’s 
Foreign-Language Newspapers

Jenni Salamon, Unit Manager, Digitization
Bronwyn Benson, Quality Control Technician



Agenda
• About Chronicling America

• The Foreign-Language Press in Ohio

• Searching Chronicling America

• Tips for Searching Historic Newspapers



ABOUT CHRONICLING AMERICA



Chronicling America chroniclingamerica.loc.gov 

• Sponsored jointly by National Endowment for the Humanities 
and Library of Congress

• State partners contribute content through National Digital 
Newspaper Program

• Free access to over 13 million keyword-searchable historic 
newspaper pages (and growing)
– 1789-1963 (eventually 1690-1963)
– Over 2,500 titles
– 47 U.S. states and territories



National Digital Newspaper Program (2005-2017)



Ohio’s Chronicling America collection
• 1834-1959
• Over 415,000 pages
• About 90 titles/title 

families
• 58 counties
• Diverse voices

*Even more Ohio digitized newspapers are available on Ohio Memory (ohiomemory.org)!



New/coming soon to Chronicling America
German
• Canton Vaterlandsfreund/Staats-bote series, 1834-1851
• Cincinnati Volksblatt, 1910-1918
• Cincinnati Westliche Blätter, 1865-1885
• Cleveland Echo, 1911-1920
• Columbus/Pomeroy Ohio Waisenfreund series, 1873-1875, 1940-1953
• Columbus Westbote series, 1863-1895

– 1843-1862 already online via Ohio Memory!
• New Philadelphia Deutsche Beobachter, 1894-1910
Hungarian German
• Cleveland Siebenbürgisch-Amerikanisches Volksblatt, 1939-1954



New/coming soon to Chronicling America
Croatian
• Cleveland Radnička Borba, 1941-1946
• Pittsburgh/Youngstown Zajednicar, 1954-

1959
Czech
• Cleveland Pokrok, 1874-1876
• Cleveland Svět, 1918-1924
Hungarian
• Youngstown Amerikai Magyar Hirlap, 

1920-1942
Lithuanian
• Cleveland Dirva, 1943-1951

Polish
• Cleveland Jedność Polek, 1923-1931
• Toledo Ameryka Echo series, 1889-

1906*
Romanian
• Cleveland America, 1918-1922
Slovak
• Youngstown Slovenske’ Noviny, 1920-

1936
Slovenian
• Cleveland Enakopravnost,            

1942-1947



ChronAm’s non-English newspapers
• 20 languages 
• 150-200 titles
• 1829-1959 (bulk late 19th/ 

early 20th century)
• Around half U.S. states/ 

territories represented
• Collection is growing!



Why digitize non-English titles?
• Strong immigrant community, especially in urban centers

– German
• By 1910, 50% of Cincinnati’s population was 

German
– Central, southern, eastern European

• Czech, Hungarian (German), Lithuanian, Polish, 
Romanian, Serbo-Croatian, Slovak, Slovenian

• By 1900, 75% Cleveland’s population was foreign-
born or with at least one foreign-born parent

• Vibrant, influential and industrious communities



Why digitize non-English titles?
• Inclusivity
• Paper/microfilm collections difficult to research
• Snapshot of Midwestern immigrant settlements
• Information about/for immigrants and their descendants 

as well as their families still in Europe
• Telling their stories in their own words



Questions?



THE FOREIGN-LANGUAGE PRESS IN 
OHIO



Immigrants in Ohio (ca. 1850-1950)

• Some settled in more rural areas
• Immigrants arrived from other 

countries as well



Daily life
• Established their own newspapers, churches, fraternal 

organizations, businesses, banks, cultural/recreational 
clubs

• Often worked in lower-paying industrial jobs

• Communities insular, but also involved in politics and 
labor unions (especially in 20th century)



Importance of immigrant press
• Connections to old home 

– Nostalgia
– Preserve culture & language

• Connections to new home (in U.S.)
– News in their own language
– Agent for Americanization



Appearance
• 17th-19th century

– Small, handset type
– No headlines
– Engraved drawings

• 20th-21st century
– Headlines/images more 

prominent
– Increased publication 

frequency
– More pages
– English section/pages



Content types and sources
Leading 
newspaper 
content

Legal/
official 
notices

English section

Local/social news

Advertisements

Correspondence
from abroad

Domestic/foreign
telegraph reports

Political views

Literature

General
interest
articles



Bias
• Most newspapers have 

a viewpoint
– May be indicated by 

title/motto
• Impacts what content 

is included and how it 
is presented

• Multiple newspapers 
in same community

Roman Catholic

Freethinker/Anticlerical

Socialist/Labor

Progress

Fraternalist



Decline of immigrant press
• Decreased immigration (mostly) throughout 20th century

• Nationalism
– Anti-German sentiment during World War I
– Red Scare 

• Americanization 



Online translation services
• Babelfish: http://www.babelfish.com/

• Babylon: http://translation.babylon.com/

• Bing Translator: http://www.bing.com/translator/

• Google Translate: http://translate.google.com



German Fraktur/Blackletter font
• A typeface (font), not a separate language or dialect
• Convert from Fraktur to regular font to make translation easier

• In den Karpathen wird mit riesiger Erbitterung gekämpft
• In the Carpathians is struggling with huge exacerbation



Questions?



SEARCHING CHRONICLING AMERICA



Chronicling America chroniclingamerica.loc.gov



Search bar features

• Search Pages (basic search)
• Advanced Search
• All Digitized Newspapers 
• U.S. Newspaper Directory



U.S. Newspaper Directory



About



Libraries that Have it



Browse by title, state, ethnicity, language

• State 
• Newspaper 
• Browse Issues
• No. of Issues
• Earliest Issue
• Latest Issue
• More Info



Browse by year (within title)



Search pages (basic search)

• Not case-sensitive

• Ignores special/diacritic characters

• Ignores common words (and, or, not, the)



Advanced search



Results page



Viewing your results
• Search terms 

highlighted in red



Viewing tools
Zoom Full Screen Navigation 

(page, issue)

View options
(text, PDF, JP2)

Thumbnail

Clip/print



Sharing your findings



Questions?



TIPS FOR SEARCHING DIGITAL 
NEWSPAPERS



Possible search topics
• World events
• Well-known historic people, places, events, etc.
• Family history/genealogy

– Birth, death, marriage, divorce, immigration, social 
events

• Local history/businesses 
• Arts and culture



Use advanced search to combine terms
• any (Abraham OR Lincoln)

– at least one search term appears
• all (Abraham AND Lincoln)

– all search terms appear
• within (Abraham NEAR Lincoln)

– search terms appear near each other
• phrase (“Abraham Lincoln”)

– search terms appear in exact order as 
typed

• none (Abraham NOT Lincoln)
– excludes pages with specified search 

term

phrase
8,679 results
within (50)
9,130 results
all/and
12,158 results
any/or
65,603 results



Apply limits
• Format, collection, date, state, title

• Use limits in combination for more precise searching

• Relax limits to increase number of search results



Select appropriate search terms
• Contemporary 

(historical) vocabulary
• Regional differences
• City, county, 

institution names
• Name variations 
• Synonyms for 

common words



Know your newspaper(s)
• Title changes
• Printing inaccuracies (publishers weren’t perfect)
• Not all news and types of news were printed in all 

newspapers
• 18th, 19th and early-20th century newspapers

– May be partisan (social/political)
– Multiple published in each town, county, region
– May report on news beyond city of publication
– Do not typically include vital stat info, graphics 

• Those outside “mainstream” often served by their 
own newspapers
– Special press provides more coverage of 

religious, ethnic, foreign language, labor           
and other groups



Understand limits to keyword search
• Computer generated
• Captures printing accuracies...and errors 
• Thrown off by imperfections on page
• May require more than one search to find information



Try, try and try again
• Newspaper research can be 

challenging but very rewarding

• Search with more than one 
word or phrase

• Never give up after the first try!



More resources
• Chronicling America’s Recommended Topics
• Ohio Memory  ohiomemory.org

– Educational Resources/Search Help page (video tutorials)
• Searching Chronicling America’s Foreign Language Newspapers

– Researching with Foreign Language Newspapers
– Using Online Translation Tools
– Working with German Fraktur

• Chronicling America Search Strategy Videos
• Using Chronicling America Podcast Series

• Newspaper website help pages



Questions?



Thank you!
Jenni Salamon | jsalamon@ohiohistory.org

Bronwyn Benson | bbenson@ohiohistory.org
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