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ABOUT CHRONICLING AMERICA



Chronicling America chroniclingamerica.loc.gov 

• Sponsored jointly by National Endowment for the Humanities 
and Library of Congress

• State partners contribute content through National Digital 
Newspaper Program

• Free access to over 13 million keyword-searchable historic 
newspaper pages (and growing)
– 1789-1963 (eventually 1690-1963)
– Over 2,500 titles
– 47 U.S. states and territories



National Digital Newspaper Program (2005-2017)



Ohio’s Chronicling America collection
• 1834-1959
• Over 415,000 pages
• About 90 titles/title 

families
• 58 counties
• Diverse voices

*Even more Ohio digitized newspapers are available on Ohio Memory (ohiomemory.org)!



New/coming soon to Chronicling America
German
• Canton Vaterlandsfreund/Staats-bote series, 1834-1851*
• Cincinnati Volksblatt, 1910-1918*
• Cincinnati Westliche Blätter, 1865-1885*
• Cleveland Echo, 1911-1920*
• Columbus/Pomeroy Ohio Waisenfreund series, 1873-1875, 1940-1953*
• Columbus Westbote series, 1863-1895*

– 1843-1862 already online via Ohio Memory!
• New Philadelphia Deutsche Beobachter, 1894-1910*
Hungarian German
• Cleveland Siebenbürgisch-Amerikanisches Volksblatt, 1939-1954*

*Already online!



New/coming soon to Chronicling America
Croatian
• Cleveland Radnička Borba, 1941-1946*
• Pittsburgh/Youngstown Zajednicar, 1954-

1959*
Czech
• Cleveland Pokrok, 1874-1876
• Cleveland Svět, 1918-1924
Hungarian
• Youngstown Amerikai Magyar Hirlap, 

1920-1942
Lithuanian
• Cleveland Dirva, 1943-1951*

Polish
• Cleveland Jedność Polek, 1923-1931*
• Toledo Ameryka Echo series, 1889-

1906*
Romanian
• Cleveland America, 1918-1922
Slovak
• Youngstown Slovenske’ Noviny, 1920-

1936*
Slovenian
• Cleveland Enakopravnost,            

1942-1947*

*Already online!



Why digitize non-English titles?
• Strong immigrant community, especially in urban centers

– German
• By 1910, 50% of Cincinnati’s population was 

German
– Central, southern, eastern European

• Czech, Hungarian (German), Lithuanian, Polish, 
Romanian, Serbo-Croatian, Slovak, Slovenian

• By 1900, 75% Cleveland’s population was foreign-
born or with at least one foreign-born parent

• Vibrant, influential and industrious communities



Why digitize non-English titles?
• Inclusivity
• Paper/microfilm collections difficult to research
• Snapshot of Midwestern immigrant settlements
• Information about/for immigrants and their descendants 

as well as their families still in Europe
• Telling their stories in their own words



Questions?



FROM MICROFILM TO DIGITAL IMAGES



Content selection
• Title, date range

– Historical significance
– Geographical coverage
– Chronological span

• Format 
– Microfilm: lower cost, efficient, preservation
– Hardcopy: higher cost, more time, better images (probably)

• Quality
• Rights



Material preparation
• Metadata collection/title research

– Digitized content connected to catalog records to 
support browsing and advanced search features

• Microfilm duplication (second-generation negative best!)
• Microfilm review

– Note anomalies/issues to address during digitization



Digitization
• Use standards to create high-quality, sustainable product
• Scanning

– Archival master file: 300-400 DPI 8-bit grayscale TIFFs
– Derivative images for public access: compressed JP2, PDF with 

Hidden Text
• Metadata (stored in XML files)

– Administrative, structural, descriptive, technical
– Optical Character Recognition (OCR)

• Primary access point is keyword search!
• Term highlighting through bounding-box data (ALTO)

• Validated files loaded (as batch) onto external hard drive



Quality review and access
• Review images, metadata, OCR quality

• Make corrections (if needed)

• Send to Library of Congress

• Upload to Chronicling America



Questions?



SEARCHING CHRONICLING AMERICA



Chronicling America chroniclingamerica.loc.gov



Search bar features

• Search Pages (basic search)
• Advanced Search
• All Digitized Newspapers 
• US Newspaper Directory



U.S. Newspaper Directory



About



Libraries that Have it



Browse by title, state, ethnicity, language

• State 
• Newspaper 
• Browse Issues
• No. of Issues
• Earliest Issue
• Latest Issue
• More Info



Browse by year (within title)



Search pages (basic search)

• Not case-sensitive

• Ignores special/diacritic characters

• Ignores common words (and, or, not, the)



Advanced search



Results page



Viewing your results
• Search terms 

highlighted in red



Viewing tools
Zoom Full Screen Navigation 

(page, issue)

View options
(text, PDF, JP2)

Thumbnail

Clip/print



Sharing your findings



Questions?



TIPS FOR SEARCHING DIGITAL 
NEWSPAPERS



Possible search topics
• Specific events
• Well-known historic people, places, etc.
• Family history/genealogy
• Local history/businesses 
• Arts, fashion, culture, fads



Use advanced search to combine terms
• any (Abraham OR Lincoln)

– at least one search term appears
• all (Abraham AND Lincoln)

– all search terms appear
• within (Abraham NEAR Lincoln)

– search terms appear near each other
• phrase (“Abraham Lincoln”)

– search terms appear in exact order as 
typed

• none (Abraham NOT Lincoln)
– excludes pages with specified search 

term

phrase
8,679 results
within (50)
9,130 results
all/and
12,158 results
any/or
65,603 results



Apply limits
• Format, collection, date, state, title

• Use limits in combination for more precise searching

• Relax limits to increase number of search results



Select appropriate search terms
• Contemporary 

(historical) vocabulary
• Regional differences
• City, county, 

institution names
• Name variations 
• Synonyms for 

common words



Know your newspaper(s)
• Title changes
• Printing inaccuracies (publishers weren’t perfect)
• Not all news and types of news were printed in all 

newspapers
• 18th, 19th and early-20th century newspapers

– May be partisan (social/political)
– Multiple published in each town, county, region
– May report on news beyond city of publication
– Do not typically include vital stat info, graphics 

• Those outside “mainstream” often served by their 
own newspapers
– Special press provides more coverage of 

religious, ethnic, foreign language, labor           
and other groups



Understand limits to keyword search
• Computer generated
• Captures printing accuracies...and errors 
• Thrown off by imperfections on page
• May require more than one search to find information



Try, try and try again
• Newspaper research can be 

challenging but very rewarding

• Search with more than one 
word or phrase

• Never give up after the first try!



More resources
• Chronicling America’s Recommended Topics
• Ohio Memory’s Educational Resources
• Newspaper website help pages



Video tutorials 
• Using Chronicling America Podcast Series

– Background, browsing, searching, image-viewing
• Chronicling America Search Strategy Videos

– Advanced search techniques
• Searching Chronicling America’s Foreign Language Content

– Background, online translation tools, Fraktur font

youtube.com/ohiohistory
ohiohistoryhost.org/ohiomemory/resources/search-help



Questions?



Thank you!
Jenni Salamon | jsalamon@ohiohistory.org

Bronwyn Benson | bbenson@ohiohistory.org
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