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ABOUT CHRONICLING AMERICA 



Why Digitize Newspapers? 

• Primary (sometimes secondary) source 
• History’s “first draft” 
• Contemporary analysis & public opinion 
• Unique stories & enhanced details 
• Corroborate other sources 
• Variety of news 
• Convenient 
• Time-saving 



What is Chronicling America? 

• Website sponsored by the Library of Congress and the National 
Endowment for the Humanities 
 

• Free access to over 9.5 million keyword-searchable images (and 
growing!) 
 
o 1836-1922 

 
o Over 1,700 titles 

 
o 38 states/territories 

 



National Digital Newspaper Program, 2005-2014 



Ohio’s Chronicling America Collection 

• 1836-1922 (bulk 1840-
1880) 
 

• Over 315,000 pages 
 

• Approximately 70 
titles/title families 
 

• 58 counties 
 

• Diverse voices 
 
 



SEARCHING CHRONICLING 
AMERICA 



Chronicling America http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov 

 



Search Bar Features 

 
 

• Search Pages (Basic Search) 
 

• Advanced Search 
 

• All Digitized Newspapers, 1836-1922 
 

• US Newspaper Directory 



Browsing Chronicling America 

• State  
• Newspaper  
• Browse Issues 
• No. of Issues 
• Earliest Issue 
• Latest Issue 
• More Info 



More Info 



Browsing Chronicling America 



Search Pages (Basic Search) 

 
 

• Search is not case-sensitive 
 

• Special and diacritic (letters with accent marks) 
are ignored 
 

• Common words (and, or, not, the) are ignored 
 



Search Results 



Image Viewing Screen 

Zoom        View Options (Text, PDF, JP2) 
Toggle Full Page      Scissors Icon (Clip/Print) 
Navigation (page, issue)   Citation  



Full Screen View 



Printing an Image 



Advanced Search 

 



Advanced Searching: Any vs. All 

...with any of the words 

202,881 
results 

McKinley president 

...with all of the words 

10,808 
results 

McKinley president 



Advanced Searching: Phrase 

 
 
 



Advanced Searching: Proximity 

 
 

• Useful when searching for information about a 
particular aspect of a person/event/place 

• Search within 5, 10, 50, 100 words 



TIPS & TRICKS FOR SEARCHING 
DIGITAL NEWSPAPERS 



Historical Vocabulary 

Geographical  
(e.g. Place 

Names) 
Siam Thailand 

Events  
(e.g. War Names) 

War with 
Spain 

Spanish-
American 

War 

Nouns  
(e.g. People, 

Objects, Political 
Movements, etc.) 

Suffrage Voting 
Rights 



Historical Vocabulary 

Current Vocabulary  
North 

Canton 91 results 

Historical Vocabulary 
New 

Berlin 
2,716 
results 

May 4, 1918 January 5, 1900 



Keyword Searching 

• Computer generated 
 

• Captures printing 
accuracies...and errors  
 

• Thrown off by 
imperfections on page 
 

• May require more than 
one search to find 
information 
 
 

 



Try...and Try Again: People 

• Misspellings/Americanizations 
o Salamon vs. Solomon vs. Saloman 

• Abbreviations 
o William vs. Wm. vs. W. 

• Women 
o Mrs. William McKinley vs. Ida McKinley 

• Children 
o parent’s name + daughter/son 

• Order 
o FirstName LastName vs. LastName FirstName 

 
 
 



Try...and Try Again: Places 

• Political Changes=Name Changes 
o Austria-Hungary vs. Yugoslavia 

 
• Regional 

o Bull Run vs. Manassas 
 

• Institutions 
o Ohio State Reformatory vs. Mansfield Reformatory 

vs. reformatory in Mansfield 
o Columbus Asylum for the Insane vs. Columbus State 

Hospital 
 
 

 
 
 



Try...and Try Again: More Tips 

• Word Variations 
o death, died, dead, 

dying, funeral, burial, 
memorial 

o fashion, dress, clothes, 
clothing 

o flood, floods, flooding, 
flooded 

• County/City Names 
• College/University 

Names 
 
 

 
 

 



Recommended Topics 

• Topics widely reported upon by 
newspapers 
 

• People, places, events, fads, etc. 
 

• Timeline, search terms & 
    strategies, links to articles 





Historical Newspapers 

• Often partisan, with specific 
political agendas 

• Multiple papers in each 
town, county or region  

 

• More graphics and prominent 
headlines in 20th century 

• More family history 
information 



Special Newspapers 

• Focused on news of particular groups or 
organizations 



Even More Search Tips 

• Use state and date 
limiters 
 

• Use limits in combination 
to achieve more precise 
searching 
 

• Use many words to 
characterize the topic 
 

• Too many results?   
• Use more specific terms 
• Use limits in combination 

 
• Too few results?   

• Use alternate terms and 
broader subjects 

• Relax limits 
 



MORE RESOURCES 



Ohio Memory www.ohiomemory.org 

 



Selected Ohio Memory Newspapers 

• Amherst News-Times, 1917-2013 
 
• Columbus Ohio State Journal, 1832-1879, 1885, 1889, 1909 
• Columbus Ohio Statesman, 1869-1872 
• Columbus Ohio Jewish Chronicle, 1922-1994 
 
• Mt. Vernon Democratic Banner, 1858-1865 
• Mt. Vernon Republican, 1855-1865 

 
• North Canton Sun, 1922-2001 

 
• Wooster Daily Republican, 1917-1920 



Ohio Memory Newspaper Resources 

• Ohio Memory (www.ohiomemory.org) 
o More digitized newspapers 
o Educational resources (see below) 

 
• Video Tutorials (also at www.youtube.com/ohiohistory) 

o Using Chronicling America Podcast Series 
o Chronicling America Search Strategy Videos 

 
• Ohio Topic Guides  

o Topics include famous people, military history, 
landmarks, education and more  

 



Thank You! 

• Jenni Salamon, Coordinator 
• jsalamon@ohiohistory.org 

 
• Additional resources available through Ohio Memory: 

• www.ohiomemory.org 
• www.ohiohistoryhost.org/ohiomemory/ 

 
• A copy of this presentation will be made available on our 

Project Wiki 
• http://apps.ohiohistory.org/ondp/ 
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