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Question:  When conducting research for a paper or project, where do you look? Be as specific 
as possible and list three places/websites for research that you consider to be high-quality 
resources. 
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Resource: Chronicling America 
 
Chronicling America is a resource for conducting historical research that is maintained by the 
Library of Congress and the National Endowment for the Humanities. It provides access to 
millions of historic newspapers and it’s FREE! We will be working with this later in class. 
 
Link to Chronicling America: http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov 
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Recording: Erasing German Culture 
 
Answer the questions below in complete sentences as we listen to this recording: 
http://n.pr/2uWWWbV  
 
Questions: 

1. What were some of the unique characteristics of the German-American population in 
the U.S. during the early 20th century? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Why did the German language become stigmatized? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. How did Teddy Roosevelt contribute to anti-German sentiments during the war? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. How did towns and cities change due to the anti-German sentiments during the war? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Do you think any ethnic group today suffers from circumstances that are comparable to 
the German-American experience during WWI?  
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Research: Conducting a Chronicling America Newspaper Search 
 

1. Go to Chronicling America: http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/  
2. Decide how you want to limit your search. For instance, do you want to only research a 

certain state’s newspapers or all of the newspapers throughout America? Also, what 
years are you researching?  

3. Decide what search terms will be most helpful in finding articles that pertain to your 
research topic. 
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Research: Conducting a Chronicling America Newspaper Search - Example 
 

1. I used Chronicling America: http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/  
2. I limited my search to just Ohio’s newspapers and chose from 1917 to 1918 because 

these were the years America was involved in WWI.  
3. I typed in the search terms “German” and “language” and found this very interesting 

article among the 57 results. The Volksblatt apparently printed an article in English 
defending the teaching of the German language and positive influence of German 
culture on public schools in Cincinnati.  
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Activity: Creating Effective Search Terms 
 
For the next two minutes, brainstorm four search terms that would result in articles to help 
answer our compelling question: “What was it like to be a German-American in Ohio during 
WWI?” 
 
Hint: Think about key words from the audio recording article we just listened to. 
 

1. Go to Chronicling America: http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/  
2. Click on the scroll down tab that says “All states” and select Ohio. Now click on the scroll 

down tabs for the years and select from 1917 to 1918, the years of American 
involvement in WWI.  

3. Decide what search terms will be most helpful in finding articles that pertain to your 
research topic.  
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Activity: Creating Effective Search Terms 
 
Combine the term “German” with any of the words below on this list.  
 

• Patriotism 
• Language 
• Tarring or feathering 
• Outrages 
• School 
• Brewers 
• Bonds or liberty bonds 
• Hyphenated 
• Alien or alien enemy 
• Discrimination 
• Pro-German 
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Activity: Locating Newspaper Stories about German-Americans 
 
Instructions: Locate two newspaper sources within Chronicling America and complete the chart 
below to fully document your findings. 
 
Example: 
 

Newspaper, Date & 
Search Terms Used 
 

Title of the article. 
 

Write down specific 
textual evidence 
from the article that 
you think helps 
answer  the unit’s 
compelling 
question. 

In your own words, 
how does this 
article demonstrate 
the reality of life for 
German-Americans 
in Ohio. 
 

Tägliches 
Cincinnatier 
Volksblatt. 
 May 07, 1917 
“German” and 
“language” 

“German Instruction 
In our Schools.” 
 

“Let those who are 
swayed by their 
present hostility 
remember that the 
war will end some 
day and that friendly 
relations with 
Germany will again 
prevail. We were in 
war with Spain and 
we did not make 
war on the Spanish 
language. The fact is 
that Spanish 
has developed into 
one of the most 
important studies in 
our schools. We 
speak and teach 
English and have 
sturdily maintained 
our independence 
against England.”  
 

German-Americans 
had to defend their 
language, their 
culture, and the 
hard work they 
devoted to their 
local public schools 
during the WWI 
years. 
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Activity: Locating Newspaper Stories about German-Americans 
 
Instructions: Locate two newspaper sources within Chronicling America and complete the chart 
below to fully document your findings. 
 
Name: _____________________________________________ 
 
Class: ______________________________________________ 
 
Date: ______________________________________________ 
 
 

Newspaper, Date & 
Search Terms Used 
 

Title of the article. 
 

Write down specific 
textual evidence 
from the article that 
you think helps 
answer  the unit’s 
compelling 
question. 

In your own words, 
how does this 
article demonstrate 
the reality of life for 
German-Americans 
in Ohio. 
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Activity: Locating Newspaper Stories about German-Americans 
 
Discussion: Share the most interesting article you found today regarding German-American life 
in Ohio during WWI. 
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