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Question:  Giving your best educated guess, explain in complete sentences what you think 
happened to this man.  
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John Meints was a German-American farmer living in Luveren, Minnesota when a posse of 32 
men arrived at his doorstep on Aug. 19, 1918. Claiming that he was disloyal to America, the 
gang abducted him, beat him, and poured molten tar on his body and covered him with 
feathers. Meints attempted to sue the men, but a U.S. court ruled against him. These photos, 
taken after the incident, were used as evidence in the case. 
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Read and Wonder: Tarred and Feathered in Toledo 
 
Together, we will now read an article from The Toledo News-Bee detailing a tarring and 
feathering that took place in Toledo in 1918. 
Link to article: http://bit.ly/2t86h4g  
 
Questions to think about: 

• Why were these three men tarred and feathered?  
• What are the views of the local judge and mayor regarding this incident? 
• What does this article tell you about what it was like to live in Toledo, Ohio during the 

WWI years? 
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Watch & Wonder: Anti-German Hysteria 
Think about these questions below as we watch this video clip: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4CeTaVXa_c4 
 

• How did Cincinnati change as a result of the anti-German hysteria?  
• What did German-Americans in Cincinnati do to demonstrate their patriotism? 
• How does Cincinnati feel about their German-American heritage now? 

 

 
 

Image:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Over-the-rhine-map.jpg 
  

https://www.ohiohistory.org/
http://www.loc.gov/ndnp/
https://www.neh.gov/
https://www.loc.gov/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4CeTaVXa_c4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4CeTaVXa_c4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Over-the-rhine-map.jpg


Unit 1: The German-American Experience During WWI 
Lesson 3: Anti-German Hysteria in Ohio 
 

Created by the Ohio History Connection for the National Digital Newspaper Program, a 
partnership of the National Endowment for the Humanities and Library of Congress. 

Activity: Analysis of Anti-German Stories 
 
Instructions: Complete the chart below to fully analyze these newspaper articles. Remember to 
keep our compelling question in mind: What was it like to be a German-American during WWI? 
 

Source Write down title of 
the article within 
this newspaper that 
deals specifically 
with anti-German 
actions or beliefs. 

Write down specific 
textual evidence 
from the article that 
demonstrates anti-
German actions or 
beliefs.   

In your own words, 
how does this 
article demonstrate 
anti-German 
sentiments in Ohio 
during WWI? 

Toledo News-Bee 
Apr. 15, 1918 
http://bit.ly/2t86h4g   

   

Fulton County 
Tribune 
July 19, 1918 
http://bit.ly/2unRiDh  

   

The Celina Democrat 
May 17, 1918 
http://bit.ly/2ueCDKt  

   

The Youngstown 
Vindicator 
Apr 8, 1917 
http://bit.ly/2tRlbZB  
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Activity: Analysis of Anti-German Stories 
 
Name: _____________________________________________ 
 
Class: ______________________________________________ 
 
Date: ______________________________________________ 
 
Question:  Based on your analysis of the historical newspaper sources today, give your best 
answer in three complete sentences to this unit’s compelling question:  What was it like to be a 
German-American in Ohio during WWI? 
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